Saint Maron Catholic Church
First Sunday after Holy Cross
September 18, 2022
To non-believers, to celebrate the feast of the Cross
makes no sense at all. It is sheer lunacy. To those who
don’t believe, the Cross is exclusively a symbol of pain
and horrible death. Crucifixion was the worst and most
cruel end imaginable in the ancient world.
The Cross is the greatest summary of our faith. St.
Francis of Assisi used to call it his “book,” where he
learned all of his wisdom. Saint John Paul II used to
call it the symbol of Christianity. We mark ourselves
with it upon entering the Church. We began Mass with
it. We’ll end Mass with it. We start almost every time
of prayer with it. Probably every one of our bedrooms
and dining rooms has one in it. It is the center and focal point of every Catholic faithful.

Christians exalt the Cross of Christ as the instrument of our salvation. Adoration of the Cross
is, thus, adoration of Jesus Christ, the God Man,
who suffered and died on this Roman instrument
of torture for our redemption from sin and death.
The Cross is also the key that opens the doors of
heaven. St. Rose of Lima, the first saint of the
Americas, said, “Apart from the Cross, there is no
other ladder by which we may get to heaven.” If
we wish to get to eternal life with God, we must
climb up with Jesus by means of the Cross. The
Cross is the ladder Jesus made to lead us upward
to heaven, but it’s also a ladder we must embrace
and climb.
The Risen Jesus is a sign of the fact of his triumph over sin and death but a Crucifix is the image of his unbelievable love for us; The Cross is
the world’s greatest love story. The Cross, for believers, is not so much a symbol of pain, but rather
of the Love that made even that much suffering
worth it. Jesus said during the Last Supper, “No
one has any greater love than to lay down his life
for his friends” and that’s precisely what Jesus as
our Good Shepherd did when he gave his own life
on the Cross so that we might live. The Cross is a
picture not principally of agonizing suffering but
of this mind-blowing love of God for us.
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LITURGY INTENTIONS
Sun. Sept. 18: First Sunday of Holy Cross
(Readings: 2 Tm 2:1-10; Mk 10:35-45 Lit. p 606)
 9:30 am

Liturgy for living and deceased members of St
Maron Church
Liturgy for the Couples in the world struggling with
their commitment and for all the newly married
couples
Liturgy for the Intentions and Donors of Catholic
Extension Society


11:30 am

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Christ's Resurrection and Ours
Just as bread that comes from the earth, after God's
blessing has been invoked upon it, is no longer ordinary bread, but Eucharist, formed of two things, the
one earthly and the other heavenly: so too our bodies,
which partake of the Eucharist, are no longer corruptible, but possess the hope of resurrection.
When? Definitively "at the last day," "at the end of
the world." Indeed, the resurrection of the dead is
closely associated with Christ's Parousia:
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven,
with a cry of command, with the archangel's call, and
with the sound of the trumpet of God. and the dead in
Christ will rise first.

Liturgy for John Lanno, by Bernard Yaldou

Risen with Christ

Liturgy for our MYA Groups to grow in faith and
love to Jesus Christ

Christ will raise us up "on the last day"; but it is
also true that, in a certain way, we have already risen
with Christ. For, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, Christian life is already now on earth a participation in the
death and Resurrection of Christ:
And you were buried with him in Baptism, in
which you were also raised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised him from the
dead .... If then you have been raised with Christ,
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God.
United with Christ by Baptism, believers already
truly participate in the heavenly life of the risen
Christ, but this life remains "hidden with Christ in
God." The Father has already "raised us up with him,
and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus." Nourished with his body in the Eucharist, we already belong to the Body of Christ. When
we rise on the last day we "also will appear with him
in glory."
In expectation of that day, the believer's body and
soul already participate in the dignity of belonging to
Christ. This dignity entails the demand that he should
treat with respect his own body, but also the body of
every other person, especially the suffering:
The body [is meant] for the Lord, and the Lord for
the body. and God raised the Lord and will also raise
us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? .... You are not your own;
.... So glorify God in your body.

Liturgy for our Parishioners Intentions
Liturgy for the Couples in the world struggling with
their commitment and for all the newly married
couples

NEXT WEEK
Sun. Sept. 25: Second Sunday of Holy Cross
(Readings: 1 Cor 15:19-34; Mt 24:1-14 Lit. p 606)
 9:30 am
Liturgy for living and deceased members of St
Maron Church

Liturgy for stability and peace in the entire world
especially in the Middle East
Liturgy for the Intentions and Donors of Catholic
Extension Society
11:30 am
Liturgy for all deceased and living members of St
Laba Hasroun Society


Liturgy for our Parishioners Intentions
Liturgy for stability and peace in the entire world
especially in the Middle East

Saint Maron Catholic Church

BREAD AND WINE

Collection September 11, 2022
Collection

$ 2,377

Second Collection

$ 470

Donation by mail

$ 510

Online Donations

$ 140

Coffee & Donuts

$ 50

You can support the Church by mail or through our
website donating online
www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online

Monthly Intentions for September
We pray that the death penalty, which attacks
the dignity of the human person, may be legally
abolished in every country.

Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host
and Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting donations from three different families each
month.


Bread and Wine for the month of September
2022, Special Intention, by Michael and Maria
Omlor



Bread and Wine for the month of September
2022, in loving memory of Antoine Jabbour, by
Jabbour Family,



Bread and Wine for the month of September
2022, in loving memory of living and deceased
family members of Fadel & Samha Ghanem, by
Ghanem Family

Our deepest Condolences goes to
Imad Habbouch & Family
on the passing of his father Mounir Habbouch
May his soul rest in peace.
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