
Jesus uses the image of a divided kingdom, city, 

and household because everyone can understand it. 

We know from history that internal conflict is often 

more dangerous than an outside enemy. A strong 

kingdom may resist attacks from abroad, but when 

its people turn against one another, it becomes weak. 

A family may overcome financial problems, sick-

ness, and hardship, but constant anger, jealousy, and 

resentment can destroy it from within. 

The same is true of our parishes, communities, or-

ganizations, and Churches. We may face many chal-

lenges from the outside, but the greatest danger often 

comes from division among us. Gossip, pride, per-

sonal ambition, unforgiveness, and competition can 

weaken even the strongest community. 

This Gospel speaks directly to our consciences. 

Are we builders of unity or causes of division? Do 

our words bring people together or push them apart? 

Do we seek peace, or do we insist on winning every 

argument? Unity does not mean that everyone must 

think exactly alike. It means that, despite our differ-

ences, we remain united in love, truth, faith, and a 

common mission. 

Let us ask the Holy Spirit to heal whatever is di-

vided within our hearts, our families, and our parish. 

Blessed are those who build bridges, forgive, recon-

cile, and work for unity. A divided house cannot 

stand, but a community united in Christ can face 

every challenge with renewed courage, lasting 

peace, and enduring hope. 
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 In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus heals a man who was pos-

sessed by a demon and was both blind and mute. Instead 

of rejoicing in this miracle, the Pharisees accuse Jesus, 

saying, “This man drives out demons only by the power 

of Beelzebul, the prince of demons.” 

The Pharisees cannot deny that a miracle has taken 

place. The man who could not see or speak is now 

healed. Since they cannot challenge the miracle itself, 

they attack the source of Jesus’ power. Their jealousy, 

pride, and fear of losing influence over the crowds pre-

vent them from accepting the truth. They are so deter-

mined to reject Jesus as the Messiah that they twist what 

is holy and call it evil. They attribute the work of the Ho-

ly Spirit to Satan. 

Jesus answers them with simple but powerful wisdom: 

“Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste, 

and no town or house divided against itself will stand.” If 

Satan were fighting against Satan, his kingdom would 

collapse. Evil cannot be defeated by more evil. Only the  

power of God can liberate a person from darkness and 

restore sight, speech, freedom, and dignity. 
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Catechism of the Catholic Church 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 

I. "Him Only Shall You Serve" 

"Nobody may be forced to act against his convictions, 

nor is anyone to be restrained from acting in accord-

ance with his conscience in religious matters in private 

or in public, alone or in association with others, within 

due limits." This right is based on the very nature of 

the human person, whose dignity enables him freely to 

assent to the divine truth which transcends the tem-

poral order. For this reason it "continues to exist even 

in those who do not live up to their obligation of seek-

ing the truth and adhering to it."  

"If because of the circumstances of a particular peo-

ple special civil recognition is given to one religious 

community in the constitutional organization of a 

state, the right of all citizens and religious communi-

ties to religious freedom must be recognized and re-

spected as well."  

The right to religious liberty is neither a moral license 

to adhere to error, nor a supposed right to error, but 

rather a natural right of the human person to civil lib-

erty, i.e., immunity, within just limits, from external 

constraint in religious matters by political authorities. 

This natural right ought to be acknowledged in the ju-

ridical order of society in such a way that it constitutes 

a civil right.  

The right to religious liberty can of itself be neither 

unlimited nor limited only by a "public order" con-

ceived in a positivist or naturalist manner. The "due 

limits" which are inherent in it must be determined for 

each social situation by political prudence, according 

to the requirements of the common good, and ratified 

by the civil authority in accordance with "legal princi-

ples which are in conformity with the objective moral 

order."  

III. "You Shall Have No Other Gods Before Me"  

The first commandment forbids honoring gods other 

than the one Lord who has revealed himself to his peo-

ple. It proscribes superstition and irreligion. Supersti-

tion in some sense represents a perverse excess of reli-

gion; irreligion is the vice contrary by defect to the 

virtue of religion. 

Liturgy Intentions 

Sun. July 26: Tenth Sunday of Pentecost 

 (2 Kings 1:2-8; 1Cor 12:1-11; Mt 12:22-32 Lit. p 492) 

• 9:30 am   

Liturgy for Fr. Antoun Bou Semaan 

Liturgy for Deacon Georges Khoury 

Liturgy for All Priesthood and Religious Vocations 

Liturgy for Peace and Stability in the World 

• 11:30 am  

Liturgy for Aida Ghafari, 1 Year Anniversary, by 

Family 

Liturgy for Boutrus Ghafari, 40 Year Anniversary, 

by Family 

Liturgy for Peace and Stability in the World 

Next Week 

Sun. Aug. 2: Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost 

 (Ezek 18:1,21-28; Eph 2:17-22; Mt 19:1-10 Lit. p 425) 

• 9:30 am   

Liturgy for Margaret Helou, by Cesar & Diane Helou 

Liturgy for Margaret & Boulus Helou and Victoria, 

Charbel, and Katrine Fares, by Cesar & Diane Helou 

Liturgy for Peace and Stability in the World 

• 11:30 am  

Liturgy for Helida Simon,  by Family 

Liturgy for Raymond & Delores Mabarak, by Family 

Liturgy for Peace and Stability in the World 
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BREAD AND WINE 

Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host 

and Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accept-

ing donations from three different families 

each month.  

• Bread and Wine for the month of July 2026, in 

Loving Memory of all the Living and De-

ceased Members of the Mabarak Family, by 

Robert L. Mabarak and Melissa A. Gilmore 

• Bread and Wine for the month of July 2026, in 

Loving Memory of John Tabet and his Par-

ents, by Nuha Tabet & and Family 

• Bread and Wine for the month of July 2026, in 

Loving Memory of Dr. Daher Rahi, by Chrissy 

Kassab and Family 

Sunday Collection $ 2,154 

Online Donations $ 210 

Donation by Mail $ 120 

Coffee & Donuts  $ 51 

You can support the Church by mail or through our 

website donating online  

www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online  

Collection July 19, 2026 

Thank you to Dr. Georges & Louana Ghafari 

for donating the new refrigerator and tables for the 

hall kitchen. We are deeply grateful for your kind-

ness and generosity.  May God bless you always! 

We extend our deepest condolences to Riva Mon-

sour and Family on the passing of her beloved 

sister Marie. May her soul rest in eternal peace.  

Thank you to all the children that attended Kids 

Camp 2026. Thank you to all the dedicated volun-

teers who helped to make this year’s kids camp a 

successful & memorable day.   

A Special thank you goes to Mrs. Amira Fribourg 

and Mrs. Shavonne Karam 

Congratulations to  

Charbel & Rita Barrak 

on their new blessing and welcome baby  

Gabriella to our parish as the youngest member. 

God bless her! 

https://www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online
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