Saint Maron Catholic Church

Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost

August 2, 2026

Saint Luke alone tells us the story of Zacchaeus’ con-
version, and this account fits beautifully with the main
theme of his Gospel: God’s mercy reaches those whom
society rejects. Zacchaeus was a tax collector, deeply
despised by the leaders and by the people. Yet he became
the perfect example of someone ready to receive the
grace of the Lord.

Zacchaeus had no physical or material need. He was
wealthy and powerful, but spiritually he was empty. Peo-
ple called him a sinner, and in truth, Zacchaeus knew that
his life needed to change. Still, he did not try to earn Je-
sus’ favor by showing off good works or claiming to be
honest. Instead, Jesus placed salvation on its true founda-
tion: faith and grace. He declared that Zacchaeus was al-
so a son of Abraham, a true child of faith, and reminded
everyone that the Son of Man came “to seek and to save
what was lost.”

Zacchaeus was lost, but he was also searching. He want-
ed to see Jesus, yet Jesus had already seen him. Before Zacchaeus
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could speak, Jesus took the initiative: “Come down
quickly, for today I must stay at your house.” Jesus
did not wait for Zacchaeus to become perfect. He
entered his home while he was still known as a sin-
ner.

This is how Christ acts. He does not simply wait
for sinners to find their way back. Like the Good
Shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine to search for
the lost sheep, Jesus goes out to meet those who
have wandered away. Zacchaeus’ conversion teaches
us something important: we do not change in order
to deserve forgiveness. Rather, we receive God’s
mercy, and that mercy gives us the strength to
change. Conversion is our response to a love that has
already reached us.

This is still the loving attitude of Christ toward
every sinner. He delights in mercy and freely offers
grace. Through the Gospel, through His Church,
through His servants, and through the events of our
lives, He continues to call us: “Come down quickly;
I must stay in your house today.”

Jesus desires mercy, not empty sacrifice. In His
infinite love, He died for our redemption, and He
still invites every tired and burdened heart: “Come to
me, and [ will give you rest.” When Christ enters, He
does not merely visit; He restores our dignity, re-
news our relationships, and teaches us to live again
with generosity, justice, and joy. Like Zacchaeus, we
only need to open the door and allow salvation to
enter our home.




Saint Maron Catholic Church

LITURGY INTENTIONS

Sun. Aug. 2: Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost

(Ezek 18:1,21-28; Eph 2:17-22; Mt 19:1-10 Lit. p 425)
e 9:30 am
Liturgy for Margaret Helou, by Cesar & Diane Helou

Liturgy for Margaret & Boulus Helou and Victoria,
Charbel, and Katrine Fares, by Cesar & Diane Helou

Liturgy for Peace and Stability in the World

e 11:30 am

Liturgy for Helida Simon, by Family

Liturgy for Raymond & Delores Mabarak, by Family

Liturgy for Peace and Stability in the World

NEXT WEEK

Sun. Aug. 9: Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost

(Ruth 1:15-19a; Eph 3:1-13; Mt 15:21-28 Lit. p 492)
e 9:30 am

Liturgy for Amy and Joseph Laus, Cathy Marr and
Mike Michael

Liturgy for all Donors and Supporters of St. Maron
Church

Liturgy for Our Parishioners Intentions
e 11:30 am
Liturgy for John Lanno, by Family

Liturgy for Jean Tabet, Six Year Anniversary, by
Nuha Tabet and Family

Liturgy for all the Sick in Our Family, by Nahil
Gebara

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT
II1. ""You Shall Have No Other Gods Before Me"

Superstition

Superstition is the deviation of religious feeling and
of the practices this feeling imposes. It can even affect
the worship we offer the true God, e.g., when one at-
tributes an importance in some way magical to certain
practices otherwise lawful or necessary. To attribute
the efficacy of prayers or of sacramental signs to their
mere external performance, apart from the interior dis-
positions that they demand, is to fall into superstition.

Idolatry

The first commandment condemns polytheism. It re-
quires man neither to believe in, nor to venerate, other
divinities than the one true God. Scripture constantly
recalls this rejection of "idols, (of) silver and gold, the
work of men's hands. They have mouths, but do not
speak; eyes, but do not see." These empty idols make
their worshippers empty: "Those who make them are
like them; so are all who trust in them." God, however,
is the "living God" who gives life and intervenes in
history.

Idolatry not only refers to false pagan worship. It re-
mains a constant temptation to faith. Idolatry consists
in divinizing what is not God. Man commits idolatry
whenever he honors and reveres a creature in place of
God, whether this be gods or demons (for example,
satanism), power, pleasure, race, ancestors, the state,
money, etc. Jesus says, "You cannot serve God and
mammon." Many martyrs died for not adoring "the
Beast" refusing even to simulate such worship. Idola-
try rejects the unique Lordship of God; it is therefore
incompatible with communion with God.

Human life finds its unity in the adoration of the one
God. the commandment to worship the Lord alone in-
tegrates man and saves him from an endless disinte-
gration. Idolatry is a perversion of man's innate reli-
gious sense. An idolater is someone who "transfers his
indestructible notion of God to anything other than
God."
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Collection July 26,2026 BREAD AND WINE
Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host
Sunday Collection $ 10,091 and Wine for $50."°/month, we will be accept-
ing donations from three different families
Online Donations $ 300 each month.
« Bread and Wine for the month of August 2026,
Donation by Mail $10 in Loving Memory of all the Living and De-
ceased Members of the Mabarak Family, by
Second Collection $1,214 Robert L. Mabarak and Melissa A. Gilmore
« Bread and Wine for the month of August 2026,
Votive Candle $ 464 in Loving Memory of John Tabet, by Nuha
Tabet & and Family
You can support the Church by mail or through our « Bread and Wine for the month of August 2026,
website donating online in Loving Memory of Dr. Daher Rahi, by
www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online Chrissy Kassab and Family
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. GOLF OUTING

SAINT MARON CHURCH

SCHEDULE 0 VENUE

8:30 am Registration
9:30 am Breakfast |

4:00 pm Dinner

; 5580 WALDON RD,
Dinner-only Option Available ‘ J CLARKSTON, MI 48348

6
g 10:00 am Shotgun scramble start PINE KNOB CLUB

$ 2 O O per Golfer

— Payment is Required by July 28th

FOR MORE INFORMATION
LOUIS DASARO: 313-881- 4100 r CHUCK THOMAS 313- 550 7122

SPONSORSHIP

o

() ‘

HOLE SPONSOR: 8X12FT. BANNER: 12X14FT. BANNER:
$200 $500 $1,000

Faith, Fellowship, and Fairways for a Greater Cause.
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ROSARY AT 6:30PM
FOLLOWED BY
LITURGY Al 7:00PM

AND OUTDOOR PROCESSION

N

SAINT MARON CHURCH

BLESSING OF
STUDENTS &
SCHOOL BAGS

Bring your bag, laptop, iPad...
and get blessed
(¢

SUNDAY AUGUST 30™ >

. A AT BOTH LITURGIES




