Saint Maron Catholic Church

Visitation of the Virgin to Elizabeth
November 30, 2025

An amazing and mysterious visit took place between
two cousins, Mary and Elizabeth, who were themselves
carrying two other cousins in their wombs: John, six
months old, and Jesus, only a few weeks conceived.
When these two women met in the hill country, a great
joy overcame them. Their unborn children also experi-
enced a profound encounter, and John leaped for joy at
the presence of God visiting him in the form of a fully
alive human child in the womb. It is another divine tes-
timony, proclaimed clearly by the Church, that life be-
gins at the moment of conception and is sacred.

With this visit, the Old and the New Testaments met
and embraced. The promises of the prophets through-
out salvation history began to be fulfilled, God was in-
deed sending the long-awaited Messiah. Mary, the
young virgin who was with child, traveled from Naza-
reth to Ain Karem in Judea, about 94 miles. She went
not only to help her cousin Elizabeth in her old age, but
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also to share with her the Good News of the Mystery
of the Incarnation: that God Himself was dwelling in
her by the power of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps Mary
hoped that the elderly priest Zechariah could help
her understand this great mystery more deeply, not
knowing at first that he had been mute for six
months.

Mary’s primary purpose, however, was to serve
Elizabeth, who was close to giving birth to John.
Perhaps too, her journey gave Joseph more time to
process the overwhelming news she had shared with
him, that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Mary
remained with Elizabeth for three months, until John
was born and Zechariah’s tongue was loosened, al-
lowing him to speak and prophesy once again. The
power of this visit had tremendous effects, for Mary
brought in her womb Jesus, the hope and salvation of
the world, a hope humanity had longed for since the
fall of Adam and Eve.

The ministry of visiting those in need is a powerful
act that transforms lives. As human beings, we need
one another. Family and friends visit to support, up-
lift, and strengthen relationships. But there are also
countless others who desperately need visitors. Any-
one who enters a nursing home or hospital realizes
this immediately. Some people have been forgotten
even by their own children or siblings, often because
life’s busyness distracts us from what truly matters,
comforting the sick and caring for the helpless. We
must place ourselves in their shoes and begin doing
for them that we would want others to do for us.
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LITURGY INTENTIONS

Sun. Nov. 30: Visitation of the Virgin to Elizabeth
(2 Sam 6:9-18; Eph 1:1-14; Lk 1:39-45 Lit. p 38)

e 9:30 am

Liturgy for St. Maron Volunteers and their Families
Liturgy for all Donors & Supporters of our Church
Liturgy for all Sick People in our Parish

e 11:30 am

Liturgy for Rev. Francis & Wadad Obeid, by Tony
& Beline Obeid

Liturgy for Raymond & Emile Obeid, by Family
Liturgy for St. Maron Volunteers & their Families

Liturgy for all Donors & Supporters of our Church

NEXT WEEK

Sun. Dec. 7: Birth of John the Baptist
(1 Sam 1:9-22; Gal 4:21-5:1; Lk 1:57-66 Lit. p 48)

e 9:30 am

Liturgy for Philip Ganem, 1 Year Anniversary, by
Family

Liturgy for Albert Nahra Jr., by Mary Anne LaHood
Liturgy for Boulos and Margaret Helou, by Cesar &

Diane Helou

Liturgy for Charbel, Victoria and Katrine Fares, by

Cesar & Diane Helou
e 11:30 am
Liturgy for Fouad Hanna, by Family

Liturgy for Najibeh Maalouf, 6 Year Remembrance,
by Rita & Naji Barrak and Family

Liturgy for Samira Howard, by Carol Monsour

Liturgy for our Parishioners Intentions

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PARTICIPATION IN SOCIAL LIFE

II. The Common Good

Human interdependence is increasing and gradually
spreading throughout the world. the unity of the human
family, embracing people who enjoy equal natural dig-
nity, implies a universal common good. This good calls
for an organization of the community of nations able to
"provide for the different needs of men; this will in-
volve the sphere of social life to which belong ques-
tions of food, hygiene, education, . . . and certain situa-
tions arising here and there, as for example . . . alleviat-
ing the miseries of refugees dispersed throughout the
world, and assisting migrants and their families."

The common good is always oriented towards the
progress of persons: "The order of things must be sub-
ordinate to the order of persons, and not the other way
around." This order is founded on truth, built up in jus-
tice, and animated by love.

II1. Responsibility and Participation

"Participation” is the voluntary and generous engage-
ment of a person in social interchange. It is necessary
that all participate, each according to his position and
role, in promoting the common good. This obligation is
inherent in the dignity of the human person.

Participation is achieved first of all by taking charge
of the areas for which one assumes personal responsi-
bility: by the care taken for the education of his family,
by conscientious work, and so forth, man participates
in the good of others and of society.

As far as possible citizens should take an active part
in public life. the manner of this participation may vary
from one country or culture to another. "One must pay
tribute to those nations whose systems permit the larg-
est possible number of the citizens to take part in public
life in a climate of genuine freedom."

As with any ethical obligation, the participation of all
in realizing the common good calls for a continually
renewed conversion of the social partners. Fraud and
other subterfuges, by which some people evade the
constraints of the law and the prescriptions of societal
obligation, must be firmly condemned because they are
incompatible with the requirements of justice. Much
care should be taken to promote institutions that im-
prove the conditions of human life.

It is incumbent on those who exercise authority to
strengthen the values that inspire the confidence of the
members of the group and encourage them to put them-
selves at the service of others. Participation begins with
education and culture. "One is entitled to think that the
future of humanity is in the hands of those who are ca-
pable of providing the generations to come with rea-
sons for life and optimism."
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Collection November 23, 2025 BREAD AND WINE
Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host
Sunday Collection $ 2,483 and Wine for $50.00/month, we will be ac-
cepting donations from three different fami-
lies each month.
Online Donations $75 « Bread and Wine for the month of November
2025, in Loving Memory of all Deceased
Donation by mail $ 10 Members of the Agby Family, by Dinah
Agby
e Bread and Wine for the month of November
Coffee & Donuts $ 42 2025, in Loving Memory of Aida Ghafari, by
Nuha Tabet and Family

e Bread and Wine for the month of November
2025, in Loving Memory of all Deceased
Members of the Mabarak Family, by Robert
L. Mabarak

You can support the Church by mail or through our
website donating online
www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online

Pope’s Intention for November MARRIAGE BANNS
Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal
thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need

in their community, and be open to the beauty of life Michael Ayotte & Ashley Rahi

Third Marriage Banns between

Sunday Dec. 14th, 2025
after 11:30am Liturgy

10$ per person
RSVP by Dec. 7th
313-824-0196
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