
Only those who will have rejected the salvation 

offered by God in his boundless mercy will be con-

demned, because they will have condemned them-

selves.  

Judgment and mercy can thus be understood as 

two dimensions of the same mystery of love: "For 

God has consigned all men to disobedience, that he 

may have mercy upon all". Love, which is the basis 

of the divine attitude and must become a fundamen-

tal virtue for the believer, thus prompts us to have 

trust on the day of judgment, casting out all fear. In 

imitation of this divine judgment, human judgment 

must also be exercised according to a law of free-

dom, in which it is precisely mercy that must prevail: 

"Always speak and act as those destined for judg-

ment under the law of freedom. Merciless is the 

judgment on the one who has not shown mercy; but 

mercy triumphs over judgment".  

God is the Father of mercy and of all consolation. 

For this reason, in the fifth request of the prayer par 

excellence, the Our Father, "our petition begins with 

a "confession" of our wretchedness and his mercy". 

In revealing the fullness of the Father's mercy to us, 

Jesus also taught us that we only have access to this 

Father, so just and merciful, through the experience 

of that mercy which must mark our relations with 

our neighbor. "This outpouring of mercy cannot pen-

etrate our hearts as long as we have not forgiven 

those who have trespassed against us.... In refusing 

to forgive our brothers and sisters, our hearts are 

closed, and their hardness makes them impervious to 

the Father's merciful love".  Pope Jean Paul II 

In the Old Testament the sense of divine justice is per-

ceived gradually, beginning with the situation of one who 

has acted well and feels unjustly threatened. He then finds 

refuge and defense in God. This experience is expressed 

several times in the Psalms which, for example, state: "I 

know that the Lord maintains the cause of the afflicted 

and executes justice for the needy. Surely the righteous 

shall give thanks to your name; the upright shall dwell in 

your presence". 

Jesus is the Son of man to whom the Father has given 

the power to judge. He will pass judgment on all who will 

come forth from their tombs, separating those destined for 

the resurrection of life from those who will experience the 

resurrection of judgment. However, as the Evangelist 

John stresses: "God sent the Son into the world, not to 

condemn the world, but that the world might be saved 

through him".  
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Liturgy Intentions 

Sun. Jan. 28:  Commemoration of the Righteous 

 (Wis 5:1-8; Heb 12:18-24; Mt 25:31-46 Lit. p 157) 

• 9:30 am  

Liturgy for Charles & Charlotte Khalil, birthday 

remembrance, by Family 

Liturgy for Richard Fuher, by Pat Veehelle 

Liturgy for Nabil Abi Khalil 

Liturgy for all parishioners intentions 

Liturgy for the Intentions and Donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

• 11:30 am  

Liturgy for Dr. Daher Rahi, 1 year anniversary, by 

Jeanette Rahi  and Family 

Liturgy for our parishioners intentions 

Next Week 

Sun. Feb. 04:  Commemoration of the Faithful  

 (Ez 37:1-10; 1 Thes 5:1-11; Lk 16:19-31  Lit. p 166) 

• 9:30 am  

Liturgy for Richard Fuher, by Asmar & Anderson 

family 

Liturgy for all deceased parishioners  of Saint Maron 

Church 

Liturgy for all the sponsors and supporters of Saint 

Maron Church 

Liturgy for the Intentions and Donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

• 11:30 am  

Liturgy for all deceased parishioners  of Saint Maron 

Church 

Liturgy for all the sponsors and supporters of Saint 

Maron Church 

Liturgy for Philip Saleh, by his children Claire and 

Charbel Saleh and Families 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST 

The presence of Christ by the power of his word and 

the Holy Spirit 

"Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the 

dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed in-

tercedes for us," is present in many ways to his 

Church: in his word, in his Church's prayer, "where 

two or three are gathered in my name," in the poor, the 

sick, and the imprisoned, in the sacraments of which 

he is the author, in the sacrifice of the Mass, and in the 

person of the minister. But "he is present . . . most es-

pecially in the Eucharistic species."  

The mode of Christ's presence under the Eucharistic 

species is unique. It raises the Eucharist above all the 

sacraments as "the perfection of the spiritual life and 

the end to which all the sacraments tend." In the most 

blessed sacrament of the Eucharist "the body and 

blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and, therefore, the whole Christ is truly, 

really, and substantially contained." "This presence is 

called 'real' - by which is not intended to exclude the 

other types of presence as if they could not be 'real' 

too, but because it is presence in the fullest sense: that 

is to say, it is a substantial presence by which Christ, 

God and man, makes himself wholly and entirely pre-

sent."  

It is by the conversion of the bread and wine into 

Christ's body and blood that Christ becomes present in 

this sacrament. the Church Fathers strongly affirmed 

the faith of the Church in the efficacy of the Word of 

Christ and of the action of the Holy Spirit to bring 

about this conversion. Thus St. John Chrysostom de-

clares: 

It is not man that causes the things offered to become 

the Body and Blood of Christ, but he who was cruci-

fied for us, Christ himself. the priest, in the role of 

Christ, pronounces these words, but their power and 

grace are God's. This is my body, he says. This word 

transforms the things offered.  

and St. Ambrose says about this conversion: 

Be convinced that this is not what nature has formed, 

but what the blessing has consecrated. the power of 

the blessing prevails over that of nature, because by 

the blessing nature itself is changed.... Could not 

Christ's word, which can make from nothing what did 

not exist, change existing things into what they were 

not before? It is no less a feat to give things their orig-

inal nature than to change their nature.  
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BREAD AND WINE 

Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host 

and Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accept-

ing donations from three different families 

each month.  

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 2024, 

in loving memory of Charlotte Khalil, by Chris-

tine Khalil & Family 

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 2024, 

in loving memory of Joanne Leck, by Anthony 

Isaac 

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 2024, 

in loving memory of Beshara Mabarak and de-

ceased family members, by Robert L. Mabarak 

Sunday Collection $ 2,245 

Online Donations $ 260 

MYO Breakfast (Profit) $ 509.90 

Donation by mail $ 10 

Coffee & donuts $ 14 

You can support the Church by mail or through our 

website donating online  

www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online  

Collection January 21, 2024 

 

 

MARRIAGE BANNS 

Third Marriage Banns between   

Mario Saleh & Maya Khoury 

MARRIAGE BANNS 

Second Marriage Banns between   

Sarkis Douaihy & Stephanie Fakhry 

Congratulations to Joey & Mary Ghanem for their 

new blessing, and welcome baby George to our 

parish as our youngest member. God bless! 

Congratulations to William & Rachel Daaibes 

for their new blessing, and welcome baby Roman 

to our parish as our youngest member. God bless! 

https://www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online
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