Saint Maron Catholic Church

Announcement to Zechariah
November 16, 2025

Sunday’s Gospel presents a story that unfolds in the
temple, within a sacred liturgical moment. Zechariah, a
priest, offered incense to God on behalf of all the peo-
ple, who were praying for the coming of the Messiah
who would save and deliver them.

The Gospel of Saint Luke begins in the temple.
Why? Because the last chapter of the prophet Malachi,
the final book of the Old Testament, ends with this
promise: “I am sending my messenger to prepare the
way before me”. The Old Testament closes with hope
for God’s messenger, and Luke begins right where that
hope left off, in the temple, to show that in Jesus, all
the prophecies are fulfilled. The temple, the dwelling
place of God, stands as the sign of His presence among
His people. Thus, the announcement to Zechariah
marks the bridge between the Old and the New Testa-
ment, and John the Baptist becomes the messenger
who prepares the way for the Lord.

While Zechariah was offering incense, the people
were praying, repeating the words of the Psalmist:
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“Let my prayer be incense before you; my uplifted
hands an evening sacrifice”. Their petitions for sal-
vation and deliverance rose to heaven like incense.
Then the angel appeared to Zechariah and
said: “Your prayer has been heard.” Yes, Zechariah
had once prayed for a child and, though he had
grown old, God had not forgotten. The
name Zechariah itself means “God remem-
bers.” God’s timing is not ours, He answers when
the moment is right. Zechariah asked for a child, but
God gave him more, a prophet who would prepare
the way for the Savior of the world.

Zechariah’s doubt silenced him, yet even this be-
came a grace. His silence was not punishment but an
invitation to listen more deeply and believe more
fully. Silence, after all, is the echo of God’s voice
within us.

Like Zechariah, we may think our limits prevent
God’s work, too old, too busy, too uncertain, but
God delights in using unlikely people to fulfill His
will. Let us trust Him with renewed faith and prayer,
knowing that God remembers, always.

Let us open our hearts to God, placing our lives
completely in His hands, trusting that He always de-
sires what is good for us. Even when He does not
answer our prayers immediately, it does not mean
that He has forgotten us, nor that we should stop
praying. Rather, we must persevere with faith and
hope, continuing to pray with confidence, for we
have come to know and to believe in the great love
that God has for us.
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LITURGY INTENTIONS

Sun. Nov. 16: Announcement to Zechariah

(Gen 17 15-22; Rom 4:13-25; Lk 1:1-25 Lit. p 18)

e 9:30 am

Liturgy for Paul Saigh, Birthday Anniversary
Liturgy for Josephine Saigh and Emily Michael
Liturgy for Boulos & Margaret Helou, by Cesar &

Diane Helou

Liturgy for Charbel, Victoria and Katrine Fares, by

Cesar & Diane Helou

e 11:30 am

Liturgy for Moufid Eid, by Louana & Georges Ghafari
Liturgy for Raymond & Delores Mabarak, by Carol

Monsour

Liturgy for Antoine & Marie Jabbour, by Nuha
Tabet

Liturgy for Wardiyeh Khalil, 8 Year Anniversary,
by Family

NEXT WEEK

Sun. Nov. 23: Announcement to the Virgin Mary

(2 Sam 7:8-17; Gal 3:15-22; Lk 1:26-38 Lit. p 27)

e 9:30 am

Liturgy for Tom & Melania LaHood, by Family
Liturgy for Dr. Joseph & Elaine LaHood, by Family
Liturgy for Alger P. LaHood, by Family

e 11:30 am

Liturgy for Edmund Ahee Sr., by Family

Liturgy for Bettejean Ahee, by Family

Liturgy for Edmund Ahee Jr., by Family

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PARTICIPATION IN SOCIAL LIFE
1. Authority

The duty of obedience requires all to give due honor
to authority and to treat those who are charged to exer-
cise it with respect, and, insofar as it is deserved, with
gratitude and good-will.

Pope St. Clement of Rome provides the Church's
most ancient prayer for political authorities: "Grant to
them, Lord, health, peace, concord, and stability, so
that they may exercise without offense the sovereignty
that you have given them. Master, heavenly King of
the ages, you give glory, honor, and power over the
things of earth to the sons of men. Direct, Lord, their
counsel, following what is pleasing and acceptable in
your sight, so that by exercising with devotion and in
peace and gentleness the power that you have given to
them, they may find favor with you."

If authority belongs to the order established by God,
"the choice of the political regime and the appointment
of rulers are left to the free decision of the citizens."
The diversity of political regimes is morally accepta-
ble, provided they serve the legitimate good of the
communities that adopt them. Regimes whose nature is
contrary to the natural law, to the public order, and to
the fundamental rights of persons cannot achieve the
common good of the nations on which they have been
imposed.

Authority does not derive its moral legitimacy from
itself. It must not behave in a despotic manner, but
must act for the common good as a "moral force based
on freedom and a sense of responsibility":

A human law has the character of law to the extent
that it accords with right reason, and thus derives from
the eternal law. Insofar as it falls short of right reason
it is said to be an unjust law, and thus has not so much
the nature of law as of a kind of violence.

Authority is exercised legitimately only when it
seeks the common good of the group concerned and if
it employs morally licit means to attain it. If rulers
were to enact unjust laws or take measures contrary to
the moral order, such arrangements would not be bind-
ing in conscience. In such a case, "authority breaks
down completely and results in shameful abuse."

"It is preferable that each power be balanced by other
powers and by other spheres of responsibility which
keep it within proper bounds. This is the principle of
the 'rule of law,' in which the law is sovereign and not
the arbitrary will of men."
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Collection November 9, 2025 EREAD AND WINE
Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host
Sunday Collection $ 2,006 and Wine for $50.00/month, we will be ac-
cepting donations from three different fami-
. ) lies each month.
Online Donations $280 e Bread and Wine for the month of November
2025, in Loving Memory of all Deceased
Donation by mail $10 Members of the Agby Family, by Dinah
Agby
e Bread and Wine for the month of November
Coffee & Donuts $55 2025, in Loving Memory of Aida Ghafari, by
Nuha Tabet and Family

e Bread and Wine for the month of November
2025, in Loving Memory of all Deceased
Members of the Mabarak Family, by Robert

You can support the Church by mail or through our
website donating online
www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online

L. Mabarak
MARRIAGE BANNS MARRIAGE BANNS
First Marriage Banns between Second Marriage Banns between
Michael Ayotte & Ashley Rahi George Shara & Julia Chapman

PARLTY

Sunday Dec. 14th, 2025
after 11:30am Liturgy

10$ per person
RSVP by Dec. 7th
313-824-0196
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Christmas Poinsetiias or Altar Supplies 2025
($25 each)

Circle One : In Memory of In Thanksgiving

For:

Donated By:

Return with payment to the office OR put in collection basket by
November 25
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