
In the light of this extraordinary spiritual reality, 

the parable of the prodigal son, in which Jesus 

wanted to tell us of the heavenly Father's tender 

mercy, becomes powerfully eloquent. There are 

three key stages in the story of this young man 

with whom, in a certain sense, each of us can iden-

tify when we yield to temptation and fall into sin. 

The first stage: the distancing. We distance our-

selves from God, like that son from his father, when 

we forget that the goods and talents, we possess 

were given to us by God as a task and we thought-

lessly squander them. Sin is always a waste of our 

humanity, a waste of very precious values such as 

the dignity of the person and the inheritance of di-

vine grace.  

The second stage is the process of conver-

sion. Man, who by sin voluntarily left his Father's 

house, realizes what he lost and gradually makes the 

decisive step of coming to himself: “I will arise and 

go to my Father” (Lk 15:18). The certainty that God 

“is good and loves me” is stronger than shame and 

discouragement: it sheds new light on one’s sense of 

guilt and personal unworthiness.  

Lastly, the third stage: the return. The one im-

portant thing for the father is that his son has been 

found. The embrace between him and the prodigal 

son becomes a celebration of forgiveness and joy. 

This is a moving Gospel scene that reveals in full 

detail the attitude of our Father in heaven, who is 

“rich in mercy”. 
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“Father, I have sinned ... before you”. In the season 

of Lent these words inspire strong feelings, since this 

is a time when the ecclesial community is invited to 

profound conversion. If it is true that sin closes man to 

God, on the other hand, a sincere confession of sins 

reawakens his conscience to the regenerating action of 

God's grace. In effect, man is not restored to friend-

ship with God until the words “Father, I have sinned” 

flows from his lips and his heart. His efforts are then 

made effective by the encounter with salvation which 

takes place through Christ's Death and Resurrection. It 

is in the paschal mystery, the heart of the Church, that 

the penitent receives the gift of the forgiveness of his 

sins and the joy of being born again to eternal life. 
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

Sun. March 12: The Prodigal Son 

(Readings: 2 Cor 13:5-13; Lk 15:11-32   Lit. p 217) 

 9:30 am  

Liturgy for Anne Safadi Farraj 

Liturgy for Josephine Warminski  

Liturgy for all Deceased Members of Heady & 

Schrader Families  

Liturgy for the Intentions and Donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 11:30 am  

Liturgy for Dr. Daher Rahi, 40 day Mass, by Family 

Liturgy for all sick people in our parish 

Liturgy for Peace and Stability in the entire world 

Liturgy for all people who died without confession  

and receiving the last sacrament 

NEXT WEEK 

Sun. March 19: Healing of the Paralytic - St Joseph  

(Readings: 1 Tm 5:24-6:5; Mk 2:1-12   Lit. p 237) 

 9:30 am  

Liturgy for Jack Shanle and Joseph Keys 

Liturgy for all people who died without confession  

and receiving the last sacrament 

Liturgy for the Intentions and Donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 11:30 am  

Liturgy for all MYA & MYO group Members 

Liturgy for Marie Cherfan, 2 years anniversary, by 

Family 

Liturgy for Dr. Daher Rahi, by Ed & Therese 

O’Brian 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

THE PASCHAL MYSTERY IN THE 

CHURCH'S SACRAMENTS 

IV. The Sacraments of Salvation 

Celebrated worthily in faith, the sacraments confer 

the grace that they signify. They are efficacious be-

cause in them Christ himself is at work: it is he who 

baptizes, he who acts in his sacraments in order to 

communicate the grace that each sacrament signifies. 

the Father always hears the prayer of his Son's 

Church which, in the epiclesis of each sacrament, ex-

presses her faith in the power of the Spirit. As fire 

transforms into itself everything it touches, so the 

Holy Spirit transforms into the divine life whatever is 

subjected to his power. 

This is the meaning of the Church's affirmation that 

the sacraments act ex opere operato (literally: "by the 

very fact of the action's being performed"), i.e., by 

virtue of the saving work of Christ, accomplished 

once for all. It follows that "the sacrament is not 

wrought by the righteousness of either the celebrant 

or the recipient, but by the power of God." From the 

moment that a sacrament is celebrated in accordance 

with the intention of the Church, the power of Christ 

and his Spirit acts in and through it, independently of 

the personal holiness of the minister. Nevertheless, 

the fruits of the sacraments also depend on the dispo-

sition of the one who receives them. 

The Church affirms that for believers the sacraments 

of the New Covenant are necessary for salva-

tion. "Sacramental grace" is the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, given by Christ and proper to each sacrament. 

the Spirit heals and transforms those who receive him 

by conforming them to the Son of God. the fruit of 

the sacramental life is that the Spirit of adoption 

makes the faithful partakers in the divine nature by 

uniting them in a living union with the only Son, the 

Savior. 
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BREAD AND WINE 

Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host and 

Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting do-

nations from three different families each month.  

 Bread and Wine for the month of March 2023, 

in loving memory of Beshara Mabarak and 

deceased family members, by Robert Mabarak  

 Bread and Wine for the month of March 2023, 

in loving memory of Daher B. Rahi, by Family  

 Bread and Wine for the month of March 2023, 

in loving memory of Paul Saigh and deceased 

members of the Saigh Family, by Anonymous 

Collection $ 2,594 

Online Donations $ 140 

Donation by mail $ 179.19 

Coffee & Donuts $ 46 

You can support the Church by mail or through our 

website donating online  

www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online  

Collection March 05, 2023 

 

 

 
Easter Lily Plants and Spring Bulbs 2023  

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY ($25 each) 

 

In Memory of:                                             In Thanksgiving:           

 

 

For:                       _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Donated By:         _______________________________________________________________ 

        

Return with payment to the office OR put in collection basket by March 17, 2023 

 

https://www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online
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